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QUESTIONS PERTINENT TO THIS ISSUE 


. WHAT IS THE EXPECTED N. C. AND U. S. COTTON PRODUCTION IN 1948? 

-. HOW MANY STATES EXCEED N. C. IN) AVERAGE YIELD OF COTTON PER ACRE? 
. HOW DOES 1948 TOBACCO PRODUCTION COMPARE WITH 19477 

. WHICH TYPE OF TOBACCO IS EXPECTED TO PRODUCE THE HIGHEST YIELD 


1S THE INDICATED 1948 PRODUCTION OF CORN THE HIGHEST OF RECORD? 
HOW DOES THE INDICATED PRODUCTION OF SOYBEANS COMPARE WITH 1947? 
1S PEANUT PRODUCTION CURRENTLY ESTIMATED ABOVE LAST YEAR? 

HOW DOES 1948 PRODUCTION OF SWEETPOTATOES COMPARE WITH 1947? 
HOW DO PRESENT FEED SUPPLIES COMPARE WITH OTHER YEARS? 
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COTTON PROSPECTS UNCHANGED 


A cotton crop of 690,000 bales is 
forecast for North Carolina based on 
reports from ginners and growers as 
of November 1. ‘This is the same as 
the October 1 forecast. The Noven- 
ber 1 forecast is 50 percent larger 
than the 1947 crop and about one- 
fifth larger than the ten-year aver- 
age production. The 1948 indicated 
average lint yield per acre is 122 
pounds above 1947 and 102 pounds 
above the ten-year average. 

The 1948 season was very favor- 
able for the growth and maturity of 
cotton. The hot and dry weather 
from mid-June to mid-July was almost 
ideal for cotton. 38011 weevil in- 
festation was held to a minimum in 
most sections of the state. Under 
almost ideal weather conditions, 
the crop reached maturity consider- 
ably earlier than usual. Cotton 
picking progressed rapidly until the 
last week of September, at which 
time it was delayed by more than a 
week of frequent rains. Picking and 
ginning have made very good progress 
as shown by the fact that the Dureau 
of the Census reports that about 
two-thirds of the 1948 crop had been 
ginned as of November 1. 


Cotton production in the U.S. 


is now estimated at 15,166,000 bales 
Which is 28 percent greater than 1947 
and 13 percent greater than the ten- 
year average production. 


COTTON PRODUCTION NOVEMBER 1, 1948 


STATES 


N. CAROLINA. 
MISSOURI.... 
VIRGINIA.... 
S. CAROLINA. 


POUNDS THOUS.BALES 


FEORIDA® . = #2 
TENNESSEE... 
ALABAMA..... 
MISSISSIPPI. 
ARKANSAS.... 
LOUISIANA... 
OKLAHOMA.... 


ste ee 


CALIFORNIA... 
ALL OTHER... 


| vievo/acre | propuction 


FALL SEASON GOOD 


Weather conditions during October 
were generally favorable for the 
usual farming activities in North 
Carolina, especially for harvesting 
cotton, corn, peanuts, and hays. 
Moderate to heavy rains fell over 
coastal and piedmont counties during 
the first part of the month. Moun- 
tain counties received only light 
rain during the entire month. The 
total rainfall received during 
October ranged from about one inch 
in mountain counties to five inches 
or more in coastal counties. Tem- 
peratures during the month average 
below normal in all sections. 

With the exception of western 
counties fair to good progress was 
made by farmers during October in 
seeding winter grains. The lack of 
soil moisture in western counties 
caused considerable delay in prepar- 
ing land for fall seeded grains. 
Generally, early seeded grains are 
up to good stands and so far have 
attained good growth. 

Growers have devoted more than 
the usual care and time to their 
cotton crop this year. Cotton pick- 
ing is well advanced in most areas 
as shown hy the fact that about two- 
thirds of the crop had been harvest- 
ed at the end of October. With the 
exception of the burley crop, tobacco 
marketing is about complete. Alprox- 
imately 45 percent of the corn crop 
had been harvested as of November 1. 
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RECORD TOBACCO YIELDS 


Reports from growers together with 
warehouse sales data indicated atotal 
flue-cured crop for North Carolina 
of 723 million pounds as of November 
1. This is an increase of 31 million 
pounds over the October 1 estimate. 
This year’s crop, while 19 percent 
less than the 892 million pounds 
produced in the State’s bright-leaf 
belts in 1947, is 12 percent larger 
than the 10-year (1937-46) average 
production of 644 million pounds. 

Dry weather resulted in a pessi- 
mistic outlook for yields early in 
the season, however, the crop pro- 
gressed splendidly and a record high 
yield of 1212 pounds per acre is in 
prospect. This compares with the 
1947 yield of 1139 pounds and the 
10-year average of 1002 pounds. 
Record high yields are in prospect 
in each flue-cured belt. 

The Eastern Relt crop was about 
98 percent sold as of November 1, 
and estimates of production based 
upon sales and growers’ reported 
yields amounted to 360 million 
pounds, almost 15 million pounds 
larger than the crop indicated as of 
October 1. This production, support- 
ed by continued heavy sales would 
result in a yield of 1225 pounds per 
acre for the Eastern Belt. This 
compares with last year’s yield of 
1205 pounds and the 10 year average 
of 1039 pounds. 

(Continued Page 2, Col. 1) 
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TOBACCO (Continued) 

The growing season in the Middle 
and Old Belts continued favorable up 
to harvest and November 1 indications 
point to a crop of approximately 275 
million pounds for these belts. 
This isslightly more than 16 million 
pounds larger than the crop indi- 
cated on October 1 and compares with 
the 1947 crop of 320 million pounds 
and the 10-year average of 236 mil- 
lion pounds. 

Final sales data indicated no 
change in the estimate for the Sor- 
der Belt crop of 88.2million pounds. 

A Burley crop of 16.5 million 
pounds was indicated as of November 
1. Weather conditions have been 
very favorable in burley growing 
counties and a record broadleaf 
yield of 1,650 poundsisin prospect. 
This compares with the 1947 yield of 
1,560 pounds and the 10-year average 
of 1,181 pounds. 


OUTLOOK FOR RECORD CORN CROP 


A record corn crop of over 76 
million bushels is forecast for 
North Carolina as of November 1. 
The "bumper" crop is attributed to 
the expected record yield of 33 
bushels per acre which is2.5 bushels 
higher than last year. The acreage 
to be harvested is 8 percent larger 
than last year but one percent below 
average. 

Generally, the corn crop is good 
over the entire state as borne out 
by indicated record yields for 1948. 
The crop is particularly good in 
mountain counties and most of the 
lower coastal counties. There are 
localized sections in upper coastal 
counties and in the piedmont where 
the crop never fully recovered from 
extended dry weather in June and 
July. 

A large proportion of growers, 
particularly in coastal and piedmont 
counties have completed harvesting of 
their corn. Generally, the crop has 
been harvested under excellent wea- 
ther conditions. 

A National crop of about 3.6 bil- 
lion bushels was forecast as of 
November 1. This would be 52 per- 
cent larger than the crop harvested 
last year. 


PEANUT CROP GOOD 


November 1948 prospects pointed 
to the second largest peanut crop of 


record in North Carolina. This 
year’s production, estimated at al- 
most 361 million pounds, is 16 per- 


cent larger than the 1947 crop of 
310 million pounds and 18 percent 
larger than the 10 year average of 
306 million pounds. 

Around 20 percent of the state’s 
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acreage had been dug by the time the 
early October rainS came. Many 
people believed the crop was being 
dug too early and looked upon the 
rains as "a blessing in disguise". 
Peanuts dug after the rains are 
showing much better yields than the 
Carly dugecrop.. Packing of the 
later dug crop should be in full 
swing by mid-November if favorable 
weather prevails. Fag weights are 
running considerably lower than the 
exceptionally high ones for last 
season, but an increase in the num- 
ber of bags per acre will more than 
offset the decline in bag weight and 
increased yields over 1947 are in 
prospect. 


SOYBEAN PROSPECTS DECLINE 


Pased on November 1 reports, the 
outlook for soybean production in 
North Carolina isnot up to the pros- 
pects of a’ month earlier.” Total 
production is now forecast at 
3,601,000 bushels -- 8 percent less 
than the 3,915,000 bushels produced 
last year but 54 percent greater 
than the 10-year average. Limited 
harvesting operations were getting 
underway in the main producing areas 
as of November 1. Some localized 
areas experienced heavy rains during 
the first two weeks of October but 
little damage to the crop resulted. 
Generally, open weather prevailed 
during the latter half of October 
and aided materially in the maturing 
and drying of beans and pods, and if 
such weather continues, harvesting 
should be well underway by November 
Le 

_ A yield of 13 bushels per acre is 
in prospect. This would be 2 bushels 
lower than the yield realized in 
1947. Outcome of the crop in central 
coastal counties is not as good as 
anticipated earlier. 


SWEETPOTATO CROP UNCHANGED 


Digging of Ssweetpotatoes in North 
Carolina progressed rapidly during 
October in spite of generally heavy 
rains during the first 10 days of 
the month. Production prospects 
were unchanged, and based on Novem- 
ber 1 reports a crop of 6,780,000 
bushels is still expected. This 
would mean a total crop for the 
State 8 percent smaller than that 
produced in 1947 and 13 percent less 
than the 10-year average. 

As of November 1, a yield of 113 
bushels per acre was estimated. 
This would be the third highest 
yield since 1942, and compares with 
115 bushels in 1947 and an average 
of 104 bushels per acre. 

The sweetpotato estimate of 
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52,409,000 bushels for the United 
States is about the same as the 
October 1 estimate of the crop. 
Production in 1947 was 57,178,000 
bushels and the 1937-46 average was 
64,866,000 bushels. 


FALL CABBAGE CROP GOOD 


Weather conditions in North Caro- 
lina during late summer and autumn 
were unusually good for growth and 
development of late fall cabbage. 
Good rains and cool temperatures at 
the time of "heading" of plants has 
resulted in record production pros- 
pects. ased on November 1 reports 
a record yield of 6.5 tons per acre 
is forecast, compared with 3.5 tons 
last year and an average of 5.0 tons 
per acre. Total production for this 
year’s crop is estimated at 16,200 
tons, the highest of record. Pro- 
duction for the years 1945 and 1946 
was almost as large. 


PECAN PROSPECTS UNCHANGED 


The 1948 production of pecans in 
North Carolina was estimated to be 
about 2.8 million pounds as of Nov- 
ember 1. This is no change from the 
estimate made last month. If the 
November 1 prospects materialize, 
the current crop will exceed 1947 by 
35 percent and the 10-year average 
by 7 percent. The condition of 
trees and damages from insects and 
pests are reported as varying con- 
Siderably over the state and even in 
the same grove. The crop was also 
damaged by the late spring freeze 
and the dry weather in June and July. 
Reports on the quality of the cur- 
rent’ crop range” from "poor to 
"excellent". 


Farmers will go into 1949 with 
fewer cows than last year, but more 
favorable price relationships will 
tend to keeb output per cow at a 
higher rate than in 1948. 


Prices of new crop wheat have 
risen to loan levels, and are expec- 
ted to stay up through most of 1948- 
49 marketing season. 


Growers will receive about the 
same prices for most fruits in Nov- 
ember and December as ayear eurlier. 


More chickens and turkeys are 
likely to be raised in 1949 because 
of improved product-feed priceratios. 


Domestic mill consumption of 
cotton for first 2 months of current 
marketing year was 1,468,000 bales 
-- 2 percent above same 2 months of 
last season. 
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FEED PRODUCTION HIGH 


Total production of grains on 
North Carolina farms during 1948 is 
estimated to total 91.8 million 
bushels, 6 percent above total 
production in 1947 and 39 percent 
above the 10-year average. Pproduc- 
tion ofall hays this year is expect- 
ed to total 1,226,000 tons, 21,000 
tons more than was produced in 1947 
and 50,000 tons more than average. 

Production of small grains this 
season was reduced sharply from 1947, 
due to a very late and unfavorable 
planting season. Tnus, small grains 
make up only 17 percent of all sup- 
plies of grains produced on north 
Carolina farms this year compared 
with 25 percent in 1947 and 23 per- 
cent for the 10-year period 1937-46. 


EGG PRODUCTION SEASONALLY GOOD 


During October, layers on North 
Carolina farms produced 54 million 
eggs. The month’ s production was 
4 million below September and 2 
million above October of last year. 
October marks the first month of 
this year that total production has 
been higher than during the corres- 
ponding month of 1947. 

Since March of this year the 
monthly rate of lay per hen has been 
somewhat higher than during the same 
period of last year. the October 
rate of lay was 7.75 eggs, comparing 
with 7.25 eggs during the same month 
a year ago. }jowever, Since April of 
this year both the rate of lay and 
total production have siiown montnly 
declines. fhese declines follow the 
normal seasonal trend. 

There were 7,004,000 layers on 
farms during October. This number 
compares with 6,352,000 during tie 
Previous month and 7,124,000 during 
October 1947. From September to 
October, new layers came into flocks 
at a comparatively rapid rate. 


MILK PRODUCTION LOWER 


In accordance with the usual 
Seasonal downward trend, October 
milk production in North Carolina 
showed a decline from the previous 
month’s level. Total production 
during October was estimated at 
131 million pounds or 7 million 
pounds less than during September. 
During October of tnis year, an 
estimated 355 tuousand milk cows 
were on farms, producing an average 
of 370 pounds per cow. Although 
tiere were 3 thousand more milk 
cows on farms during October 1947 
than during tne same month of this 
year, total production for October 
of last year amounted to only 129 
million pounds, an average produc- 
tion of 3¢0 pounds per cow. 
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N. C. FARM STOCKS OF CORN LARGE -- WHEAT SMALL 


On October 1 this year there were 5,075,000 bushels of old crop corn on 
farms in North Carolina -- 12 percent above carryover last year and the 
fourth largest carryover of record. July to October disappearance of 
corn from farms this year totaled 11.4 million bushels, considerably above 
disappearance during this period in any other year onrecord. Stocks in 
off farm positions totaled 122,000 bushels. Giving total stocks cfold 
crop corn in all positions on October 1, 1948 of nearly 5.2 million 
bushels. 

October ] stocks of wheat on North Carolina farms were the smallest 
since 1932. Stocks of wheat in all positions on this date totaled 
3,540,000 bushels, 30 percent below total stocks a year ago. October 1 
farm stocks of 2,557,000 busnels were 34 percent below stocks on farms 
last year on this date. 

Stocks of oats on North Carolina farms October 1 were thesmallest 
since 1943, but above average. A comparison of North Carolina grain stocks 
as of October 1, 1947 and 1948 is given in the table below. 


NORTH CAROLINA GRAIN STOCKS OCTOBER 1, 1947 AND 1948 


ALL OFF FARM 
ON FARMS POSITIONS TOTAL STOCKS 


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 1949 OUTLOOK 


Demand for most farm products is expected to stay strong in 1949. If 
economic trends and government programs develop as now indicated, farmers’ 
prices and cash receipts may average almost as high in 1949. 

Prospects for the second half of next year are more uncertain. It is 
possible that the foreign situation could change in such a way that govern- 
ment spending for foreign aid and defense would be reduced substantially. 
This would weaken demand for farm products. Even under such a Situation, 
farmers’ cash receipts are not likely to drop more than 10 percent below 
the 30 billion dollars estimated for 1943. 

Farm costs are tiie highest in history this year. Feed costs will be 
down in 1949 but many other production costs will continue upward. Total 
costs are likely to be near 1948 levels. 

Gross farm income is leveling off this year. With costs continuing 
upward, net farm incomes for 1948 are expected to be down about g percent 
from 1947. With another slight drop in gross income expected in 1949 and 
costs remaining high, net income probably will be off again next year. 

With net incomes high, the last few years have been prosperous ones for 
many farm families. [They nave spent more for household furnishings and 
equipment, improved their homes, spent more for medical care. However, 
not all families have shared the general prosperity and many have felt the 
pinch of the high cost of living. With net incomes expected to be fairly 
high in 1949, higher income families provably will continue to improve 
their living. 

Livestock producers are expected to have a good year in 1949. prices 
are expected to stay high, their feed costs will be lower and production 
will be up a little. Crop prices provably will average somewhat lower 
this year. 


COUNTY FARM STATISTICS 


The Crop Reporting Service hascompleted 1947 county Farm Census reports. 
Farm statistics by counties forthe past 31 years have heen made possible by 
individual farmers reporting acres incrops, acres in pasture, crop produc- 
tion, livestock numbers, etc., to the fax Lister eacii year. This informa- 
tion has been valuable to farmers inall counties in setting quotas, includ- 
ing those for cotton, peanuts, potatoes, wheat and tobacco. Under thepresent 
law no county farm statistics will be available for tie years 1948, 1949, 
1950 and 1951 unless tiie present law is amended by tne next legislature. 


Industrial production ts near the record peacetime high reached early 
this year, following a moderate decline caused by vacations. 
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NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES, ACREAGE, YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF CROPS 1947 AND INDICATED 1948 


ACREAGE YIELD PRODUCTION 
CROPS AVERAGE | HARVESTED J INDI CATED] AVERAGE INDICATED AVERAGE REVISED INDICATED 
1937-46 1947 1948 1937-45 1947 1948 1937-46 1947 1948 


- THOUSANDS- - THOUSANDS 


NORTH CAROLINA 


CORNS ACLS. Geis shettetn stem elet s: © Bu.].2,334 2,138 2,309 21.8 30.5 33.0 50.787 §5,209 765,197 
WHEAT. ALL: S32 3a Re eRe. BU. 450 497 432 14.3 | FF Aes 8) 16.0 6 557 8,449 6,912 
OAT. Sree ieth star ke, setiebeedne Bu. 288 394 260 25.9 29.5 30.0 7.003 11,523 7,800 
BARCEV Soe ete cick ct see Bu. 28 35 27 Za 30 28.0 23.5 665 980 §34 
RYE AiR RC BAREIS S. Bu. 43 24 25 10.1 14.0 te. 422 335 300 
TOBACCO cS ALL... ayes, sere LBs. $52.3 792.6 §07 999.0 1,145.0 1,219 654,807 907,181 739,790 
EY PES 4 Pisce css. cher «ee LBS. 25159 302 0 233 928.0 1,050.0 1,180 eho WAT | 320,120 274,940 
TYPE ie ercre tac. arene tes LBS. 318.0 387.0 294 1,099 50081 20De0 1,225 331,146 456,335 350,150 
Oh dal ey [rc ee ore ‘ arya ERI 7355 94.0 70 104420" 1712570 1,260 77.160 105,750 88,200 
ACE FLUE<CURED.. a. ot. LBs. 543.5 783 597 1,,002..0'% 15 £3920 ree 644,275 892,205 723,290 
EOE Shoo ee sees ed 1 8.8 9.5 10 LA On Omen OU o) 1,550 10,731 14,976 16,500 
COTTON. LUN De. Mites oe LBs. 802 647 721 355.0 33520 457.0 582 niu 452 1/ 590 | 
{RISH POTATOES, ALL..... Bu. 85 72 74 107.0 128.0 136 9,145 9,216 2/ 10,064 2 
SWEETPOTATOES....-. <n Bu. 75 64 50 104.0 115.0 iP We 2,823 7,350 6,780 
SOYBEANS, FOR BEANS..... Bu. 203 261 rf ay f i eile 1530 13)0 23333 eh 3,601 
PEANUTS.P!SCKED-THRESHED.LBS. 268 301 307 A153; O08 81703020 Leal At 306 , 250 310,030 360,725 
AYO Dials ate mearencc ea. : TONS 1,199 L225 13226. -98 .99 1.00 imizo 1,207 1/2265 
ALFALFA... star. (Bh-o hee eae TON 9 19 28 2.00 2235 230 19 45 54 
LESPEBEZAs. © 5 deah.. 2 ost TONS 407 530 477 1.09 1.05 Lh ae 445 555 525 
CLOVER & TIMOTHY...... TON Tir? 84 92 tato 1615 ta15 80 97 106 
PASTURES se ee eee = - - 70 3/ 83 3/ 78 3/ - 3 : 
PEACHES 1) ALU. moi. fetaabe, BUS - - - - - - 2 led 2.905 1,545 
APPLES, COMMERCIAL...... Bu. - . - - - - 1,065 768 976 
PEARS ciccm cy uchoh anc foo.. aoe Bu. - - - - - - 302 298 209 
GRAPES. 3. 2 SHS... AE Ae TON - - - - - - a3 5.5 5.5 
PEGANS* «ad. och Ose pasa LBS. - - - - - - 2,576 2,040 eos 


UNITED STATES 


Abs, Wevshe & shot toe tae 189,614 83,981 
Sis qa aia. ain oe 6% cae ‘ 74,186 

SRE: alr SE eg ae 138, 38,648 
Scanner tanta avs’. tecaueet: BU 112, 10,947 

ONs on tecaiate Re irecenan a. see ee re d ; 2Ore 

“oa, Rey eee i 544. 1,845. 
FLUE-CURED..... : F 1% 1614 

Da ee, ea 4 21,269 

[RUSH POTATOES. ALUs. -- = Bs. yan le 
SWEETPOTATOESTITA coe. §11 
SOYBEANS, FOR BEANS..... | 25 134,542 181,362 210,475 
PEANUTS,PICKED-THRESHED.LBS,| 2, 3,389 ‘ +750,718 -2;187-985 2,288,075 
HAY. TARE LR +S aS tee 75,291 , P M ‘ 97,563 102,500 99,094 
ae OMe, ee ; 14,908 ; : ; 31,540 33.475 SS Os 

Bags niencoe staletea sy : 6,545 : , : 5,807 6,768 5.933 

Shae an 23,402 5 2 28,517 32,569 29,503 

a speliegeWet datos NED cae ca, lle : 66,725 82,503 57,4657 

SMe cre : 115,058 113,041 90, 288 

HMMA ns AO ae et ‘ 304222 SS at2 26,190 

exes Peltier se ale, os 2,701 3. O72 22935 

Sci See Posey es ; 109 , 475 118,639 162,722 


1/ Reported in 500 1b. gross weight bales. 
2/ Includes Government Purchases from unharvested acres. 
3/ Condition - percent of normal on November |. 


.813,529 2,400,952 3,649,510 
942,523 1,364,919 1,283,770 
231,814 © 17215,970 402.7 
298,811 279 AB2 317,240 
37, 398 mee Wf 25,664 
rOS4E 265" 2107-763 1,871,844 
944,809 1,317,466 “ 
12,014 i Retehioyy 494 15,156 
392,143 384,407 2/ 431,401 
64,866 370, 0Lo 52,409 
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